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Description

XPages can be used to extend IBM Lotus Connections functionality. This project shows
how to build XPages that can be wrapped as iWidgets and added to the Connections
home page, community and profile pages.

Prerequisites

IBM Lotus Connections 3.0

IBM Lotus Domino 8.5.1 or 8.5.2

References

Lotus Connections iWidget Development Guide
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/lcwiki.nsf/dx/development-guide

Enabling custom widgets for Communities
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/lcwiki.nsf/dx/
Enabling_custom_widgets_for_Communities_lc3

XPages iWidgets in Mashups
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/ddwiki.nsf/dx/XPages_iWidgets_in_IBM_Mashups

iWidget Specification:
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/mashupswiki.nsf/dx/iwidget-spec-v1.0.pdf/$file/iwidget-
spec-v1.0.pdf

http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/mashupswiki.nsf/dx/iwidget-spec-v1.0.pdf/$file/iwidget-spec-v1.0.pdf
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/mashupswiki.nsf/dx/iwidget-spec-v1.0.pdf/$file/iwidget-spec-v1.0.pdf
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/ddwiki.nsf/dx/XPages_iWidgets_in_IBM_Mashups
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/lcwiki.nsf/dx/Enabling_custom_widgets_for_Communities_lc3
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/lcwiki.nsf/dx/Enabling_custom_widgets_for_Communities_lc3
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/lcwiki.nsf/dx/development-guide


Technical Background

The iWidget specification is an IBM standard for defining a common format for widgets.
This specification is implemented in several IBM products. 

Lotus Connections provides the ability for developers to integrate iWidgets into the Lotus
Connections user interface for use in the home pages and community and profiles pages.

Since Domino 8.5.1 XPages can be run as iWidgets. This capability was originally added
to use XPages applications in IBM Mashups. The same core functionality however also
works in Lotus Connections.

XPages that are run as iWidgets are wrapped in iFrames. This provides the best possible
security as well as a sandbox model where widgets can use their own styles and
JavaScript libraries without colliding. This mechanism is similar to other widget
frameworks, e.g. OpenSocial gadgets which run in iFrames.

However there are some things developers need to be aware of when using iFrames. For
example there is no easy/direct access to the parent's DOM. Also widgets need to some
degree be aware of their real estate and react appropriately when the browsers' windows
are resized. The code in the project shows how to do this. As workaround scrollbars could
be used within the widgets but this leads in many cases to a poorer user experience.



Screenshots – Runtime – Widgets Page



Screenshots – Runtime – Updates Page



Setup

1. Copy Widgets.nsf to your Domino data directory

2. In the .xml file resources change the path to your xsps

3. In order to add an iWidget to updates or widgets page assign your Connections user
access rights and add the widget:



4. Users can now add the widgets to their home pages

5. In order to add widgets to the profiles and community pages administrators need to use
the command line tool wsadmin (see documentation in the references section above
and the screenshots sub-directory in the project's zip file).

Note: You should configure both servers for https or none. If Connections uses SSL but
Domino doesn't users get a security warning dialog any time a page with an XPages
iWidget is opened.


