
Profiles Application for XPages in IBM Lotus Domino –
V1.0 for OpenNTF.org 

Documentation, April 1st, 2009

Introduction:
The Profiles Application for XPages in IBM Lotus Domino is an application that serves
as a simple names and address book. This application originated from the XPages
Workshops - demonstration and learning events on the new XPages technology run by
IBM for business partners - and then enhanced for a Show and Tell Session at Lotusphere
2009.

The application itself is a profiles type application similar in many ways to a contacts list.
It allows the user to create a new profile document, search for existing profiles aided by
Ajax type ahead and view filtering, add 'friends' to their own profile, as well as many
other features.

The application can also be worked with in IBM Lotus Domino Designer R8.5. Here the
user can see how the application is put together and inspire the user to reuse the XPages
features displayed in their own Domino 8.5 applications.
The Profiles Application for XPages has been released on Openntf.org under the Apache
v2 license whose terms can be read here http://www.apache.org/licenses/
LICENSE-2.0.txt 

http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0.txt
http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0.txt
https://www-950.ibm.com/events/wwe/lotus/lsph2009.nsf/sessionabstract?openform&sessionid=SHOW106 


IBM Notes Domino 8.5 is needed to run this application.

Get Stated:
On a web browser you can start using this application in two ways, stored locally and
previewed through Lotus Designer 8.5, or stored on Lotus Domino 8.5 server and
launched through a web browser.

Preview from Designer:
Unzip Profiles.nsf from the zip file to the data directory of your Designer client, then
launch the application. In Designer select from the main menu Design, Preview in Web
Browser. 

This will launch the application on the desired web browser.

Adding the XPages Profiles Application to your Domino server.
Unzip the application to the data directory of your Lotus Domino 8.5 server. And because
this application is released on OpenNTF.org it is not signed with the standard Lotus
Notes development signer, so you will need to sign the template with an id that is allowed
to run agents/code on your server.
Then once that is done and the web server task is running on your server you can hit this
application via a web browser with the following URL for example – http://
yourDomino85Server/Profiles.nsf and this will give you the default XPage.

http://yourDomino85Server/Profiles.nsf
http://yourDomino85Server/Profiles.nsf


Features:
On the default XPage the user is presented with the Home XPage. Here the user can
create a new profile or search for an existing profile.

 
Creating a new profile navigates the user to the Profiles XPage, while selecting to search
for a profile brings the user to the Results XPage.



New Profile
A new profile can be created in two ways; selecting the Create New Profile button or
simply navigating to 'Profile' tab. The save button submits the profile document.

Each tab here on the new profile form can be filled in. On the 'Contact' tab, First and Last
names are required fields, as well as the email field. 
On the About Me tab, edit boxes are provided for the input of the users Job Title,
Company and their blog url address. A rich text field is also provided here to allow the
user to input more details in a richer format.



The My Photo tab handles the image of the user.
A blank image acts as a placeholder if the user doesn't have a photo for their profile. If
they have a photo this image can be uploaded here. And once uploaded, this image will
appear on the main body of the users profile document. This tab also gives the user the
option to delete the image once posted.

The My Geography tab facilitates the user to input their location in coordinates, time
zone, country and language. 



The Country and Language edit boxes are enabled with Ajax type ahead.

And multiple languages can be selected by the user.

NOTE: There is a bug in Domino 8.5 for the Tabbed Panel control (PHAN7NXGLG). To
get around this the user must select and review all the data inputted in each tab before
they submit changes to their profile.



This issue is fix for Domino 8.5.1. 



Search
The search edit box on the default XPage is enabled with Ajax type ahead. This is
populated using a look-up of the existing profiles on the application.

 

The user may select a name from the dropdown or input their own query.

Selecting the search button navigated the user to the Results tab.

NOTE: Search on this application uses view filtering and not Full Text Search.

And selecting the link for the name in the 'FullName' column brings the user to the
Profile document.





Adding Friends
On each profile document there is a section which allows the Profile owner to add
friends. This feature will have to be enhanced but for now it demonstrates how a user can
create a new document linked to their own without it being a response document.

Upon typing the first characters of your friends name a look-up is run that will seek out a
matching name in the existing application and returned through Ajax type ahead.

Selecting this name from the drop-down and then tabbing to the next field runs an action
when populated the Email field with the name of that user from the look-up.

Selecting the Add a Friend button creates a new friend.



The number of Friends is also shown in the Results view on the right most column.



References:
For the main reference and feedback please use the page for this project in openNTF.
For more information on XPages...
• Try out the XPages Tutorial on Domino Designer 8.5 Help (Lotus Domino Designer

XPages User Guide);
• Check out the articles and videos on the Designer Wiki;
• See what the blogs are saying about XPages.

http://planetlotus.org/search.php?search=xpages&sort=1
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/ddwiki.nsf/archive?openview&title=XPages > Video&type=cat&cat=XPages&tag=Video
http://www-10.lotus.com/ldd/ddwiki.nsf/archive?openview&title=XPages&type=cat&cat=XPages&sort=I
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